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N e v a d a Introduction
The Nevada Arid Rangeland Initiative was started in 2000 thanks to
Arid Rangeland

Initiative
History
 The Nevada Arid Rangeland
Initiative was started in 2000
thanks to the efforts of Senator
Harry Reid and the support of

the efforts of Senator Harry Reid and the support of Nevada’s congressional
delegation. Nevada needs the best available science to develop solutions to
the myriad of problems facing the state’s arid terrain.
Whether it’s fire, invasive weeds or the health and sustainability of
wildlife populations, Nevada’s environment is calling for help.
The initiative is improving the health of Nevada’s rangelands by identifying
critical issues from stakeholders and providing solutions through high-quality, peer-reviewed research and outreach.
Many of the projects are collaborative in nature, crossing multiple disciplines in order to assure the needs of Nevada’s land and natural resources
and its economic health are being met.

Nevada’s congressional delegation.
 More than $3.9 million has been
spent over the last six years on 63
projects.
 Many of the projects are multidisciplinary and collaborative in
nature with government agencies
and private citizens, working
together to assure that the needs
of Nevada’s lands and natural
resources and its economic health
are being met.
 For every dollar invested in the
rangeland research, another $4 in
external funds was generated.

NARI Project Funding
Year
FY 2009
FY 2010
FY 2011
Total

# of Projects
11
11
12
34

Congressional Appropriations
$340,764
$350,540
$465,334
$1,156,638

External Funding
Year

State Funding

FY 2009
FY 2010
FY 2011
Total

$124,750
$129,355
$203,261
$457,366

*Projects and $ generated till Jan. 1, 2011.

External Funds
# of Projects
$
17
939,784
19
1,526,348
11*
988,735*
47
3,454,867

Rangeland Ecosystems

In Nevada, 87 percent of land is publicly owned, and in a state with
so much open space, proper range management is crucial to sustain the
terrain. Two dire issues face Nevada’s rangelands today: invasive species
and fire. Invasive species, such as cheatgrass, help contribute to degrading Nevada’s range to the detriment of the state as a whole. Whether it’s
researching weeds for a better understanding of the problem they cause, or
studying Nevada’s now notorious fire-cycle, science-based land research is
an essential component for coming to the aid of Nevada’s vast ecosystem.
The partial list of Nevada Arid Rangeland Initiative projects below is just a
sample of the work funded by this program.

Wildlife Conservation

Wildlife species are an essential component of Nevada’s vast ecosystem.
Management of rangelands not only requires focus on domestic animals
and managing grazing, but also on the welfare of a wide variety of wildlife
including mule deer, elk, wild horses and burros. The Nevada Arid Rangeland Initiative is contributing to the conservation of habitat of wildlife
from Sage grouse and Pygmy rabbits to the state’s native Cutthroat trout.

Alternate Crops

Put simply, Nevada is a thirsty state. It averages from three inches of
rainfall a year in southern areas to 12 inches a year elsewhere. So it is not
a surprise when people not familiar with Nevada are amazed to hear about
the diversity of crops being grown in a state with so little water. The University has a history of testing alternate crops to help develop new crop
industries for the benefit of ranchers and farmers. The Nevada Arid Rangeland Initiative explores crop production using less water so that it can then
pass on research-based information to producers.

Sustainability of Agriculture &
Rural Economies

With Nevada’s growing population are priorities related to agriculture and natural resource management that affect economic development,
particularly in rural counties. Land and species management decisions
ultimately have an effect on agricultural producers, recreationists and those
who live in rural areas. The initiative generates research-based information
on how to sustain agriculture and its profitability and develop Nevada’s
rural economies.
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